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| But the Wiſdom that is from above; "a fiſt} pute, thee 
Feeeaßiz, gentle; an egg 14 be intrcated, full of 


Mercy and good 5 without Partiality, and 
1 ee. . 


HER you, Ri bs N Reverend Fathers, * ty 
3 * to beuddreſs'd to, what 
46 3 & could, ly. offer it, "2 than 

That Wiſdirs SSL? ſee ſo many and ſo - 


great Perſons the moſt emigently Accompliſh'd ? Not that 
> Wiſdom which f tdu·α¹¹nb hdd at the 15th Verſe, not 
whitb*% E „not thb which © Senſual, much leſs 
bat which # Devi but ſuch as Tur Character, and the 
Sacred Place in which we are now aſiembled, and eſpecial- 
ty that Duty that has placed me here to day, require; ev'n 
That True and — ue, Hich's from above 


Suff, therefore 1 ina few: War 
I Lich, Ho 2 tbe rh laid Le r 83 
Mets oh 0 W hom 


7 tel Secondly, Of what N 5 lom . 

Re which] A 79a #0;ſubjoin ſome Corgllartes - po- 
| to Ear A iſdam, as They occur in | 
S . As to the x \ The 4 47575 bad bommanded thoſe 
| to 5 he wrote, G 3 the : be. wot Many 
| Maſters, Glancing at oveliſss (as is is molt - pro- 
bable) who not content Abemfalves within the Li- | 
mits of their proper Staten; of Faſbly 10 invade the 0 
Teacher's Office, to defile the ruth by Impure Dottrines, bet 
to ſhake off the XY oke of Pune. Jand alſd (as is the M4; 
Manner and Diſpoſition of Thoſe who di vide the Church ow 
into Parties) | to fall foul pen Thew by Gatumny and Re- Wu 
pP')⸗caches 
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is Inveighing againſtfach as theſe, he does thro* the whole 
Coarſe of 7. Pipber, with a ſmart and elegant Style 


| ſcourge the Liceneiouſneſs of an unruly Tongue. Which 
uſing to give it ſelf a perfect Looſe, as often as out of too 


great a Confidence in it- ſelf it de ſpiſes or 


others, the 1 3th 
Verſe, and thoſe that follow; ſhew; how 


ly different 


tb Haughty, this Fou-mouth'd, "this * Wiſdom is 


from that which is the True. | 
II. And this, 1 think, is ſufficient to let you ſoe, what it 
was that mov'd the Apoſtle in this Place to creat both 
of the True and Falſe WA. It remams now thet we 
carefully enquire by what Marks rhar is to be diſtinguiſh- 
ed, with which it is fit we be fully ſeuſon d and adorn'd, 
I. In the firſt place therefore, Thar Purity of Heart and 
Life is Eſſential to this Wiſdom, is d Point Which: it is to be 
much lamented, there ſhould: be need of taking pains to 
ptove in Audience; bur that in Iba ſuch Proof ſhould 
be needful, were certainly a Crime to ſuſpect. For tba the 
Grace of God that bringe h-Sabvation, teaghes u, That de- 
ning Ungodlineſi an dy Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, 
K antl yodly n vb preſent World.\ Tit. 2.11.12. } 
A more particular ganner is Our Buſeneſs, who have 
devoted and @ apart ddt ſelves emirely io God and Holy 
Offices; chat welook fl n it as our Duty, by our Doctrines 
xo exkort,- by the bghtaefs of our Examples to lead the 
Flock committed to ch Cate: In ſhort, to ſpare no Pains, 
To decline no Dangers, (kven tbat of Life it lelf) by which 


they tay be more powerfully prevail'd on ro pur off tbe 


Old Man, and to put of That New one, which after God is 


rented in Righreoufmeſs ind True Holmeſs. LEobeſ 4. 24. 


Corollaxy. "Bat what | I beſeech you, can there 

le between this Miſdom, andi t hat — Craftineſi, whereby 

Men lie in wait to deceive, | Epbeſ. 4. 14. J that conſults its 

own exorbitant Gain, by corrupting the Law of God, and 

wickedly trafficking fot Heaven it ſelf? Away then with 
A 2 thoſe 
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chat prefer long Pilgrimages to True Goſpel-Piety, and a 
Body lightly mortified now and then, to the Luft of the 
Body effectually ſubdued, and Monaſteries and Shrines - 
richly ſer off, to Alms beſtowed for.the Relief of the truly 
Poor: Who ſet Indulgences and Merits to publick Sale, 
and make the Credulous believe, That all they do amiſs- 
ſhall never hurt them, provided they- with due Reverence 
embrace the Catholick . (forſooth) of a certain Pro- 
tended General Council, and are content with a blind Obe- 
dience to throw themſelves headlong into that Ditch, whi- 

. | ther their Blind Gnides themſelyes are leading them. 
Away alſo with that great Scandal of the Reform'd Reli- 
gion, the filthy. Solifidiens and Antinomians, who denying 
the Neceſſity of {Goad-Works, think there is nothing they 
may not do; and inſtead of Faith to be form'd into a New 
Creature, advance an unactive and ſhameleſs Pretence to a 
Dependance upon Crit. Away too with them like- 

wile, if there be any ſuch who call themſelves of Our Com- 

mumion, whoſe Novel Doòtrines are conttary to the Truth, 
or whoſe Corrupt Manners caſt a Scandal upon their moſt 
Holy Confeſſien; or elſe any other way are acceſſary to the 
Obſtruction of Vertue, and the Labours of our moſt Holy 
Profeſſion, that miniſter occaſion, and confidence, not only 
for committing, but ayoiding Wickedneſs ; and by this 
means fix a brand of Infamy on b Body, of which We 
are Membert.— , In a word, Mhatſoever Communion 
hey are of, who enden vgur: to attain good Learning, if 
the mean time they liye luxuriouſly, and are of. a world- 
ly and ſenſual Mind; Tho' they: ander tand all the Adyſte- 
ries and all Knowledge, LI Cor. 13. ] yet do theſe Men or- 
der the Matter ſd, that the Greatneſs of their Learning makes 
their Folly more;conſpicugusz-.and after ſo much, pains to 
no purpoſe, they know nothing yet as they ought to. Ei. 
fx Cor. 8. a. J Fe: * on en \ IS 
2. After Purity comes its inſeparable Companion Peace 
Beoauſe it is Purity that takes away all occaſion. of Strife 


and 


Or . 5). oY 


and Contention, and leaves no fewel behind that can brakg 


out into flames. On this account the Apoſtle, in the begin- 


ning of the 24th Cha. makes Vari and Fig brings to be the 
Effects of thoſe Luſts that war in our Members : And with 
very good Reaſon, ſince it is moſt plain, that both Nature 


and Vertue are contented with à little, and t hat little always 


at hand; but that the exorbitant and inſatiable Deſire of 


Honour, Riches and Pleaſure ever graſps at all, right or 
wrong, commencing, continuing, reviving, aggravating 
of Quarrels without Interval, without end. 

Hence it is, that the Miſdom from above was alone able 
to effect that, for which neither the Civil Laws before, nor 
the Wiſeſt Sects of Philoſophers were ſufficient: Namely, 
this has made effectual Proviſion for the Publick Safety, by 


_ reſtraining thoſe Deſires that are lawful, and extirpating 


thoſe that are not; by enjoyning Juſtice to Governours, to 
Subjects Obedience, and Brotherly Love and Charity to 
all Mankind; in forbidding any Man to ſeek his own pri- 
vate Profit at another's Loſs; laſtly (which crowns all the 
reſt) by keeping Men in awe with an Account to be given 
at the Great Tribunal hereafter of all that ſhall be dong 
contrary to theſe Rules, For the Chriſtian Religion has a 
more tender regard to no one thing more, than the ſecu- 
ring every Man's Property, and making effectual Proviſion, 


That each Man's Rights, Poſſeſſions, Benefits and Friend- 


ſhips, all things that conduce to a Man's Happineſs, all 
things that contribute to the Sweetning of Converſation, 
and to the Order and Society of Mankind, ſhou'd be invio- 
lably preſerv*d, So that every Man's Pretences to this Wiſ- 
dom are miſerably vain, who is not of a Gentle and Pear 


ceable Temper. | | 
That I add this one Obſervation on this Occaſion, is on 


account of the Adverb Then, in this place of Particular Sig- 
nification: For this no doubt is a Hint, That Order is to 
be obſerv'd in thoſe Vertues, and that they who heartily ſtu- 
dy Chriſtian Peace, muſt begin with Chriſtian Purity. "y 
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debe lafting ; bur, wanting irs Ou 
dopo, to the greatdainage of the. Bü {3 Far de it from 
u to ſuppoſe, that there 1s true Peace among All, between 
|- . whom there. is an Agreement. An Agreement between 
Wicked Men is not 10 properly Peace, as a Conſpiracy : 
Eatrhly, Senſual and Devil: reſemblin g that e 
from whence it took its Birth.” - 


we N55 wy bake 
on, vill ſoon tumble 


But neither are we left Webel) at li rchaſe 
tate, thoꝰ of it ſelf it be molt d able that 


other Conveniences of Life, ; 


ce at a 
which, is worth almoſt All the 
yet if it will coſt the loss of the Faith once delivered tu the 
Saints, or our Conſcience, or out Church, or the Common» 


wealth, or that Conſtancy that beromes a Chi iſtian, fo far 


a it then from commendable, that an unſeaſonable Defire 
of it is criminal and blame-worthy. For indeed, to patch 
up ſuch a Truth as this with Wicked Men, is not ſo much 


a Sign of Goodneſs, and Meakneſs, as of Lukewarmneſs, | 


Cowardice, or Treachery. - 
Corollary, And every Man affect to be thought a Lover 
of Peace. But I would to God, they who pretend to be 


A i 5 Lovers of en acknowledge tis their Duty to be ſo, 


and earneſtly deſire to be thought ſo, would ſeriouſſy con- 
ſider what Has been advanced on this Subject. For is it not 
a moſt aſtoniſhing thing, That Men in the Name of Chrift 
ſhould begin Holy 2 that Fellow - Diſciples, Brethren, 
and Members of the ſame Body, ſhould fall foul on each 
other, ſhould plunder, baniſh, oy kill one other, ſhould de- 
throne Kings, and Drag at chin gs into confuſion, and com- 
mit ſuch monſtrous Wickedneſs, as is both a Stief and 
Shame to relate? But care muſt be taken, that ſuch Wretches 
as theſe may know we are not ignorant What ſort of Men 
they are; and Men muſt be diligently caution'd, that they 
be not impos d upon by thoſe, who are us'd to cover the 


worſt Defigns with b the beſt Pretences, For that VViſdom 


which is from above wants not ſuch Defenders; it takes no 
—_—_ in being ſupported by Treachery and Leagues 
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lantly to ſuffer the greateſt Hardſhips for the ſake of G 


| 


| 


Fault to be baniſh'd from their Native Country, and 
and their Duty. Whether therefore they pretend the Ca- 


tholick Religion, dr @ more perfect Reformation, and beat it 
into our Ears a thouſand times, yet ſtill *ris all but Trifle and 


Impoſture. _ For neither muſt they be allow'd to be truly 
wit. whoſe abſurd Zeal has made them. averſe to Peace; 


neither is it fit that others ſhould be ſo unwary, as to ſuffer 


their Eyes to be pull'd out, and ceaſe to be wiſe at the ſame 
time they awkwardly labour to be peaceable. 

But Thirdly : To the procuring and ftrengthning of 
Peace, the Apoſtle moſt fitly enjoyn'd, that Wiſdom be 3ly, 
(enn) i. e. Gentle or Moderate; than which moſt ex- 
cellent Vertue there is none which is every where more fre- 

uenly to be found in Mens Talk, or more ſeldom in their 
emper and Behaviour. Since therefore ſo very few ſeem 


Leagues diſhonourably broken, by Rapine and Sacrilege, 
by Ferjury and Rebellion, by Fire and Sword. They ſerue 

not under the Prince of Peace, who ſacrifice the Blood of = 
| Them, who are guilty of no Fault; unleſs it be thought a 
l- 


to have underſtood it, and fewer to have obſerv'd it, I think. 


it well worth my while to explain, as clearly as | can, what 
it truly is. 


. Lou, My Learned Bret bren, are not inſenſible, That he 8 
Vertue I am ſpeaking of (viz. Gent leneſi) is term'd by the 


Philoſopher, ſuch a Departing from a Man's Right, as ſoftens 


and corrects the Rigour. of the written Law; Namely, Such 


as neither requires the Utmoſt that is due, nor makes Allow- 


ances to our Brethren, if by chance they have been guilty 


of Faults, to which Humane Nature is obnoxious. 
For ſince Humane Laws do equally reach every Man, 


like an Iron Rule, that neither can nor ought to be bent; 


and yet ſuch is the Condition of Humane Affairs, that ſome 
Circumſtances daily ariſe, which can receive no relief from 
thence; and this without any Reproach to the Law, or the 


the Law-makers; there is great need of Equity or Mode- 


ration, 
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xation,to take off the Hardſhips of the Law,toſopply what 1 
ge ectiye in it, being expreſz d only in general Tetme; an 
l | 
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dciety, no Peace, either Publick or Private, could hold 
long. If any Man therefore, without regard to this, ſhou d 

ſer buſt re pj the moſt rigorous Conſtruction upon every 
Thing ſaidordone; he certainly would by his Il|-natur'd and 
malicious Severity, but ill conſult either the Nature of 
Things, the Intention of Laws, and the Publick Good; 
And eſpecially the Chriſtian Religion, whoſe Deſign — 
to put us in Mind, That we are all Sinners befare God, woul 


1 


the Miſtakes and Infirmities of Others. 
But there are ſome certain Limits and Meaſures to be ob- 
fervd in the Exerciſe of this moſt amiable and beſt-· natur d 
Virtue. For neither are we ſo to order it, That whilſt we 
unwarily ſhun that Wrong that is 'found in the P 
õf Law, we run into 4 contrary Wrong altogether as great; 
and ſuch as will moſt certainly follow, from too eaſy and 
ſupine a Relaxation of the Law. For indeed the buſineſs of 
Vent leneſs is, upon proper Occaſions to mitigate, accommo- 
* to ſupply” and perfect the Law; not to prejudice, not 
o weaken, not wholly to aboliſh it. From whence it is, 


that the Philgſopher appoſitely obſerves, That this is not 


ny thing different from Juſtice, but is Fuſtice it ſelf ;, and not 

750 Fubice but ſomewhat better than Fuftice;, and that the 
{ame Sentence ſhe gives, the Maker of the Law would him- 
felf have given, were he preſent, or could have foreſeen the 
Caſes as it really and, © + Sg) 

dP, h 


ere is, no doubt, great difference in giving Judgment, 


* A whether you ſoqe what mollify the Words of the Law, but 
5 preſerve the Force aud True Meaning of it; or whe- 


* ther you /o, wreſt em as utterly to deſtroy, and to have no 
L gard to the Deſign of it. It is of great conſequence too 
* fx, " * 177 1 —— 2 *. 5 ſ * . 1 4 in 
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 Taffly, to give a Remedy in Caſes not provided for, for the 
1 * ceing of which, much moge preventing them, Humane 
Wiſdom is manifeſtly inſufficienr. Were i not for this, no 


from the Remembrance of Our Own, learn Compaſſion to 


i 


it eee, e ee erty ag 
In our Aﬀtions, whether a Man nase . unwilling = 
y Craft and Des 


ceit eludes them, or acts in contempt of them. So true is 


ly ownits to follow the Written Laws, ot 


Obſervation, Ty ben Two Men do the N thing, the 
act is not the ſame, Theſe things therefore ought to be 


well conſidered, leaſt that Clemency, which ought to be 


the main Help to Right and Law, prove at length the 


4.9 6x08 Prejudice to both. For that ſort of Moderation 


to ſpeak now in the Vulgar Strain) is not virtuous, is not 
commendable; tis only a Shadow and falſe Face of Vertue; 
a Word turn'd to this Senſe for deceiving Men to their 
eat hurt, and ſo much the moſt dangerous, as it is the 


- 


e plauſible, vo | 
This indeed there is, with reference to the Matter we 
are treating · of, much to be lamented, That almoſt All 
Men, tho? in other Mens Affairs very ſharp and quick- 
fiighted, yet in their own are prodigiouſly blind; and thoſe 
very things which we earneſtly deſire that Others ſhould 


do to Us, we are not a little loth to do ta Them. Whei ca 


if we would conſider, That Nature has manifeſtly fram' 

Us all with the fame Paſſions, Deſires, and Weakneſſes ; 
how Civil Society and the Chriftian Religion has joyn'd 
Us cloſely together in one Body; how much the Safety 
and Quiet of the Whole is to be preferr'd to the private 
Conveniency of any ſingle Member: Laſtly, How greatly 
it contributes to the Common Safety of All, both that ever 


Man ſhould aſſiſt and mutually forgive each other: He that 


ſhall carefully conſider what I ſay, will be of opinion, That 
there is hardly any thing too much to be given, any thing 
too much to be done, any thing too much to be born, any 


thing too much to be pals'd by, for the fake of Charity and 


the Publick Good. For indeed a Man can never go too far 
in theſe Condeſcenſions, that take care of two things, Firſt, 


That whatever he departs from, be ſomething in which 


he has the ſole Right. And then, That in all his Conceſſions, 
the Authrity of Right, and the Laws be kept inv iolate, To 


ſay _ 


Ee. Jn 
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biog, be true and genuine Canſider, I beſeech you, how 


_ . ther the CHURCH OF. ENGLAND, as if ſhe were 
Harſh and Cruel: Who are ſo far from Receding from their 
on, as to think it hard, That che very Law itſelf, and your 


falſe.a Judgment They have form'd of our Affairs, who 
bave complain'd ot our moſt Mild and Affectionate Mo- 


Authority bave not long ſince been Receded from. 


; . Confider with what Face thoſe Men can boaſt, and would 


be thought the Only Moderate Men, who unleſs they have 


Al. make loud Complaints, and cry That they have no- 


thing. There is no- body that is ignorant, or can deny that 
you, Reverend Fasbers and your Clergy ſhould, with the ur- 
moſt Thought and Diligence, make it your Care, The Pri- 
mitive Faith; rhat the moſt wholſom Government of the 


Church, that thoſe Sacred Oaths by which we have Al o- 
blig'd our ſelves, be not brought into Contempt; That the 4 


Impoſtures of HERETICSES and SCIS M A- 
TICKS be countermin'd ; | that the Eyes of the miſe- 
rably deluded Vulgar be open d; tha ſcandalouſly ſpiſted: Laſtly, that 
the Right and Priviledges of the Church be dcliver'd down intirely to 


Poſterity. | 


But now if any of Us, out of a due Care for himſelf and Poſterity, as 
he thinks, ever be loth to commit the Admiuiſtration to ſuch Hands, of 
whoſe Friendſhip to our Conſtitution We have had long fince a SU F- 
FICIENT PROOF, the Clamour and Reproaches ſuch Men are 
Joaded. with, are more manifeſt than can be needful, and more ſcan- 
dalous than can be agreeable to relate. I take no Notice how ſome Per- 
ſons of excellent Leatning, of unblameable Piety, of unſhaken Cou- 
rage and Fidelity, have been at all Adventures d either of PO- 
PERY or FANATICISM, tho' "twere to be wiſh'd, that They 
who are fo buſy in fixing odious Names, had as great a Diſtile to both 


of them themſelves; I mention not former Abuſes, which I could 


wiſh were blotted out by any, ho late Repentance ; I ſpeak of Thoſe 
that are of a freſo Date, and ſuch as we meet with every day, 2 40 
I Es 3 ur 


* Glory of God, che Order and 
Safety of the Chörch, and the Peace and Happineſs of the 
Pubiſck, do always receive ſome Advantage upon theſe O- 
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Corollary. If this Moderation then we have been deſar - 


| 
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chorch guarded with the Defrkce Leni, Your Epiſcopal Charafters 


themſelves; und O Sacred Order and Office, and allo the very Faith 


in CHRIST, and CHRIST Himſelf GO Þ-M A N' abuſed moſt 


ſcandalouſly by their moſt fool Language. And there is this particular 


| Acceſſion of Outrogiouſneſs in theſe Monſters of Wickeaneſs and Injs- 
Pice, that tho” they offer this, they are ſo void of Shame, that whilſt 


they are defigning Drſgraceand Mrſchief, they rake it very ill, not to 
be-reckon'd both of. Us, and particularly well-diſpord to Us. 

But it is no Plcaſuce'to me, either to mention theſe things, or to 
make a like Return to thoſe who wiſh Us worſt, Far be it from Us o 


to have learned CHRIST! But neither did I think it became Me 
| by gov tame a Silence not to take notice of the Falſtood and Treachery 


of ſome, who make a greater No:ſe than their Neighbours with a Coun- 
terſeit MODERATION. - For among theſe, you will eaſily find 


| ſome that ſer up for Directors of the People,, abſurd enough to incul- 


cate Charity with foul Language and Reproaches; to lay the whole 
Blame of the Never-enough ts be lamented Diſcords among our ſelves 
upon thoſe who have the tructt Regard to the Church; and ſcatter their 
Complaints and unjuſt Suſpicions upon thoſe very Men who are maſt 
eminently. Hearty and Zeaious Aſſertors of our Laws, Monarchy and 


Liberties, With which Deceit; the Vulgar (and 'twere well if none 


but They) are ſo far caught, that there is ſcarce any thing which can 
be attempted on the behalf of Order, Law, or Truth, which there 
are not tos many, who repreſent as Violent and Hazardous ; nothing 
on the other hand that can weaken them ſo vain, fo abſurd, reproach- 
ful or impious, but are ready to eſteem and commend it as Moderate, and 
Safe, and very Peaceable. | 7 

Let theſe bad Patrons of a bad Cauſe, who delight in ſuch à ſort of 
Moderation, enjoy this Creature jof their own Brain. Mean while, 
ſince they fo loudly call for Moderation from others, "tis fit they be 
put in Mind to give us firſt ſome Inſtances of it Themſelves. Bur tince 
no diſcerning Men can be ignorant, how vain, how treacherous zhoje 
Pretences are; Let Us, Men, Bret hren and Fathers, every day more 
affectinately embrace and reverence that Church, which, whatever 
Mercenary Slanderers may clamour to the contrary, oppreſſes no one 
differing from Her in Opinion; a Church that would be glad to keep 
and cheriſh in Her Boſom thoſe who too plainly dient trom Her in 


Will and Affection, even when She had it in Her Power to deſtroy them. 


To ſay no more Of A the Chuches I know, She alone at the ſame 
time, both practices and enjoyns that true Temper of Mind, which 


Nature ſuggeſts; which right Reaſon dictates, and CHRIST and his 


Apoſtles taught. For neither does She offer any Violence to Mens 
Conſciences Her ſelf, or account thoſe Her True Sons, who churliſhly 


tetuſe 


\ 
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7 CES es the Miſtaken and Igooranc,. or to indulge" ems fires 


Her Own and the Publick Safety will give leave. ER 
Vo have heard how. Pure, how Peaceable, how Gentle Wiſdom is 

you might juſtly wonder if it did dot ſhew it {elf eaſy to be — 4 

For whether you call it | Suadibilis ] Perſuadible, as ſome have it, or 


17 or Complying, as others; the Meaning of the Original 


ord [ nid] and the Nature of mn! is in either Senſe ſuffci⸗ 
ently 1 


As to the Word [eld to perſuade ; withour Queſtion it is 


One of the Propertios of a iſe Man to entertain no Opinion, not 
ounded on Reaſon, to hear with Patience the Arguments on both 
ides, not to be too haſty in giving Judgment, and when it is Lare 
to ſtand by it; not ſoon, or upon a light account, to be 

backward and forward (a great Proof of Levity and Weakneſs) not 
to ſtand our againſt Arguments of great Weight, (that ſhews Raſh- 
_ nefs and Obſtinacy.) Hence it comes to paſs, that the Wiſe Man 


we are talking of. will not think it below his Character, in obſcure- 
Matters, exceeding his Comprehenſion, to pay ſeme Deference to the 


Conſent of Wiſe and Good Men, mach more to the Authority of the 
Church, and entirety to ſubmit to theſe Truths which are plainly re- 
vealed in Holy Scripture.” And in other things; as to Opinions whe- 
ther Valgar or Private, be they never ſo Old; yet when Time has de- 
tected them to be either falſe or uncertain, he will make no Scruple to 
root them up, and plant new ones in their ſtead, Nor is a modeſt Di- 
iyoſt in ones ſelf, a Departing from the Dignity of a Man, re wh 
tis natural to Err; neither is it unbecoming a Chi ſtan, who is oblig d 
to acknowledge and diſcard his Errors, to change his Sentiments for the 
better, ſo often as the Evidence of Truth, and his Duty require it, 
Thoſe Interpreters come nearer to the Meaning of the Word 
Eon N01 ze obey, who think fit to tranſlate it Complying, Deſiging 


yit a Vive Tractable, Affable and Eaſy ; far from pride and Perviſþ- 
neſs, which in all Company ſhews a Sweerneſs and Complaiſance, and 
takes off trom Men all Brutal Roughneſs, that gives way to its Bet - 
ters, willingly hears its Equals ; that in a word, complies with the Hu- 
mour of the Innocent Cuſtoms of the World. For there is no part 
of Virtue or Good Manners, that becomes an Ingenuous and Well- 
bred Man, that may endear him. to his Friends, and render him ac- 
 Eeptable to All; but That Wiſdom that deſcends from Above, ap- 
proves, Commends aud requires in All that partake of it, 

Corollary, From what has been ſaid, it plainly appears, That they 
have no Title to the Character of Wiſdom, who are not farisfy d with 
theſe Arguments, which the Nature of the Thing treated of will bear, 
Who: impertinent and ridiculous Subtilty every where demands De- 


- 


monſtrations, 


8 Y | (13) | = 
monfſtrations, and fat want of difdains rhe Myſteries of on 
Faith; as alſo they whoſe Heady nnd Inflexible Obſtinacy, left they 
ſhould be thought Inconfiftent alway with Themſelves, think it a 
Shame and Diſgrace to yield to Truths lately diſcovered to them: ot 
loftly, they whoſe Upſteadineſs, without, Foundation, hourly alters its 
Opinions, and proud of being liſted under no Director, thinks it a Mats 


ter of Commendation.to keep Therhſclyes in Suſpence with regard to 


clear and Religious Truths undecided. But far be it from us to ſup- 

This to be That Valuable and Perſuadible Wiſdom, that deſcends 

rem Above. Obſtinacy that will yield to nothing, is indeed contrary 

to ik; nor is that prophane and rambling Inconſſancy of Mind, chat 
.tO If. | 


conſents to every thing, . leſs | ** P 
To proceed; When, you have heard, That rh Wiſdom is eaſy te 


| be entreated, I hope you will not ſuppoſe I mean ſuch a Criminal Com- 


pliance, as prompts the Mean-ſpirited to follow a multitude to do E- 
wil; | Exod. 23. 3. J or, for fear of giving Offence, declines the In- 


vidious part of ſhewing theit Diſlike to Filthineſs and Ribaldry. Nor 
does She allow of thoſe Arts of Flattery, 


F 


no, this is not the Complyance meant in this place, that turns with every 
wind, or. ſo mean as to be diſcouraged by Threats, or to be tempted by 
promiſes and Rewards; but it is a Compliance, Manly, Great · ſpirited, Un- 
paunted, and true to its Point; readily yielding whatever is lawful and 


| expedient, but ftill judging nothing Tawful and expedient, but what is 


Virtuous and Commendable. — - 

Wiſdom furniſh'd with theſe Advantages does then prepare to cxert 
If in Acting, being full of Mercy and good Fruits. For how can 
"Ir ' beg” That a Tree ſo ſpreadiog and flouriſhing ſhould either be ſu- 
1 of Barrennefs, or producing Leaves only ? St. Marth. 24. 
9-] From hence it is e for us t expect and promiſe our 
ſelves its Genuine Fruits, via. All choſe good Offices hoſe who la- 
bour to be moſt "Beneficent are us'd to do for the Good of Mankind, 
either in General or Particular. More eſpecially thoſe, by which the 
Fallen are raid the Wanderer is put into the right way, the Afflict- 


ed is comforted, the Poor and Needy is reliev'd, and the Cares and 


Troubles of thoſe who are in Perplexity of Mind are eas d. of 
Corollary. Since thoſe who are wiſe in this Generation, [St, Luke 
16. 8.] do indeed uſually think themſelves born for themſelves alone; 
but the Children of Light, taught by Almighty God Himſelf, acknow- 
"ledge no Wiſtom that is unactive, unprofitable, or veid of Pity and 
Compaſſion : ' * an 8 * | 
Hence it eaſily appears, That true Wiſdom is "A (furry. 


The full Extent of Which Word is no; eaſy readily to be determined. 
Wo: ah] Oe nr: 4. ; 


, by which ſneaking Spirits 
. | -udy to procure, increaſe and keep the Favour of Great Men. No, 


- = ”-= 


I 
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- 9 ; ib 44 wh 1 
Tr might be convenient upon this 'Occafidn to give you ths Seuſ etw: 


the Zxpoſirors; but the Time allotred for this Duty being almoſt ſpent, 
puts me in mind of omitting others, and to give my own explain'd's 
driefly as may be. * ore bp 5 1-8 
ls the great difference of Opinions, 1, not) am moſt pleagſc | 
with chat in which Men of the firſt 45 2 weed ors it 
may molt conyeniently be rende d,. ( now dijudicens frue new diftin- 
nent] making no Diſtinkun. Not thut we can ſupppſe they vou d 
ſo ſenſeleſs, as to adviſe ug td make no Diſtinctièm between Men 
EMINENTLY' OOO PA  EX'CEEDIG EY BAD; 
either in conferripg Benefits, iti” contralting-Prienthips, in clecting 
to Offices, in the Opiniogs ve trirertain of others; or laſtiy, in our 
Intimacies and Converfations But hat a fort of Diſfinckion that is, 
which in this place the Apoſtle gives Sentence again and rejects, will | 
plainly appear from that which follows.” He reproves Reſpett of Per- 
| ſont ('fays Bex) and ocher Thoughts that may tmiſlead the Mind. 
8 And Grotius not unlike him Ad iduινιντ , That makes vs 
| difference between Man. according to the Fleſh. Such is that mention d 
in the Second Chapter, concerning two Brerhreu coming into the Pub- | 
: lick Aſſembly, One in Gobdly Apparel call d. out from the reſt, to a 
. Good Pace; the Other in Vile Rk nents parbelow, Me under their 
weste. I could caſily'produce. many more, .bur Hewingius ſhaf'| 
dg op the Rear, who comptehends all in On? Word . A 
| n Apr - eff 'ATpo0TONMoTus, no Reſpecter a 997 „As being 
. One that regards the Cauſe, and not the Man. Wü cheſe agree the 
. Syrian Tranſlation," und Qurr, which renders it wir he Par tialicy, 1 | _ © 
And there is no ſmall weight acded to theſe Auth@rigies: (tom that 
Infamous Hatred, both of Few: towards ajl;Fortigners:; and || _ 
the Few, of Sects differing among rthemietrcs : A Hatred {aid to 
ſo flagrant, that there was no oom ſo much as for Natural Equity 
mamuch leſs for Compaſſion. Om this account we hays Our Sevieur's | 
parable concerning the Good Samaritan. (St. Laube 10, From =, 
too is the £-poſt/e's Momtion in this Place very proper ſor Chi 
ans converted from quai m, viz. That the Bowels af a C hriſlian ougb 


— 


| | to be more erllafg'd, whertier you conſider his Charity to xhe Poor, 
"ft giving his Opinion too haftily of 'o:hevs. ” And that, what. bis julh | 
| + * , and right ought withour- any Diſt ndlion ta be-donecandidty to. All 
| = be they of what Country or Perſvafion h,vV rt. 
by | Corollary, I this then to be Wiſe, as Chri/ttanziought to be ro the! 
to every Man by Our 5 To think none but thoſe Wiſe, and (vo 
and Pins, that are of the ſame Jadgincor :wtb:our ſelves ? Tu ſe 
nothing good or raue in choje that differ fr l | 
able in our ſelves, or thoſe that Agree with Us? To prefer the Loy 
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Tbem bluſh to 'whom- rheſe Reproaches belong. Which fince_ir is 
ud to be ſaid'by A fides, and heavy Complaints are alſo made up- 


faulty in This refpet. Bur Men would -cerrzinly be more {pairing in 
ſich Tnjuſtice as this, were ir not that the laſt Mark of this He 
PPiſden is too plainly wanting im thoſe that are guilty of it. 
8. Without Hypocriſy. No Man of any Sagacity can either be igno- 
rant or forget [if be reflects on ut Lord's Reprofs to the Phariſees) 
bow highly diſpleafing it muſt be to make « Mock of The: God, -who 
es All things, aud how vunſnirable it is to a Religion that requires 
Tur in the itward Parts, [ Pſal. 51. 6.) And indecd Hyporriſy 
3s a Crime 1 u Weak, a little, a Treacherous and Guilty 
Mind. Nor is any thing that contribute more to the Character 
of a May or a Chyiftiax, than that he ſhew himſelf plain and Sincere 


und. in M things co t and true to Himſelf, thac he be goilty of no 
ter 0 AR of Clinning dr Dihmulstion; bor that he dare to appear the Man 
ention'd| he is; and that he really be what he ſhou'd be, and would appear, and 
be Pub- dad math rather be fo, than appear ſo. "226 wr 

elt, to 2| | Corollary; Let Them then fee what nent there is betwixt this 
er their| Wiſdom and them, who are skill d on All Occaſions to Act the Part of 


f . Proteus; Who as often as they find it for their Intereſt either to Act 


or Speak contrary to their Conſciences, excuſe Themſelves by ſaying, 

. . They muff _grve'way ro Neceſſity, and ſo think theit Duey diſcharg'd. 
Let chem look to ir, who torn a deaf Ear to the Obligations of Con- 

. ſcience , rite Equity of Laws, the Peace of the Church, the De- 
ceney of our Rights, and the Unity of Divine Worſhip ; but if there 


be a Protpect of gaining by it, theſe ſhrewd Men make no ſcruple of 
putting ond ne Face, and conſent to take upon themſelves the ſtrici- 
eſt and moſt Sacred Mark of Communion, which yet they intend forth- 
with to break again. Let them lock to ir, who excuſe their harder d 


. Inercqulity ufder the Prerogative of Human Rtijon; let rhoſe tov, 


_ who cover their naughty Ambition under the Cloak of Zeal! for 1he 
Church : Let "thoſe look to it, who make the Preſerving of their 
Rights and Liberties a Pretence for Diſubedience, and an Averſion ro 
Authority, apd a Station "aboye their own : Let thoſe look ro it, who 
wake the Liberty of worſhipping God in their own Way aud judg- 
ment, k Pretence for fomentin . e among the People, and gra- 
tifying their own infatiable Coveronuſneſs ; and thoſe again who cloak 
rheir covert Defigns of Muchief with talking of Peace and Moderation, 
when they mean nothing leſs. Let them laſtly look to it, who ſtucy 


* * 


to ſerve their Private Intereſt, or Luſls, or Prejudices, or Perſonal 


Friendſhips or Enmities, Let zhem, I ſay, look to it, and let me at the 
** | - {ame 


„to var Chirch, to All bing? Let 


on that Occafion, it wcre much to be wiſh'd that All Sides were not 
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Thoſe Children, who ought to be her, chiet Defence, ſhpuld be come to 


* A 7 - y k 


e 
t the fuireſt Out cπ⏑ẽjʒſ 


conceal theiDeformity within from God, 


one day be pull d off to their utmoſt confuſion ; . that they wh. take it 


| up vith- this Defigo, chat they under tbe. Vizard may be more efſe- 
| Quually able te dd more, harm, are che Children of Hin more particg- 


larly, who transforms himſelf into an Angel of Light, with a Deſign 
heat to deſtroy N > 8 en 90 pou” by . 7 "A l 
And thus I have at length gone, thro? the Buſineſs I undertodk, in 
which the Difficulty lay, in ſaying xo mere. For the Marks of wu 5 
dom have. not been ,throughly handled , but rather ſlightly touch? 
But I muſt relieve your Patience; on which. I fear I have too much.treſ- 
paſi d, and at laſt put an End to tliis Diſcourſe Give me leave 


- 


to prevail on you in hit one Pajyt,. That you would ſeriouſſy conſider, 
how eminentiy That H iſdem ſhould ſhine forth in the CLERGY 


| above other Pepple, with which ev'n the Chriſtian: Laity are expet- 


ed to be furpiſh'd. and adorn'd. For whatever, is done by eur Ex- 


ample, vill ſeem to be done with a fort of Priviledge. Foraſmuch as |} 


the Welfare of our Flocks, the Dignity of our Office, and the Autho- 
-tiry of this SACRED SYNOD, the Eaſe, the Hongur, and the 
firm Security of the CHURCH, the STATE and QUEEN, are 
by Us more eſpecially to be defended, adorned and promoted. Nor is / 


it of ſmall concern to Us, ſince there are too many (ſuck is the Iniq airy | 
Sho are of our Times) who interpret every thing in the worſt Senſe 4 


That they leaſt our Friends, either may have nothing to ſpeak evil of 


U, or whit they ſhall ſay evil of Us, may be manifeſtly falſe, | 13 
- Gdbd forbid therefore, that ſince the Mot her fo ex in Wiſdom, 


= 


that Folly, as either to be wanting to its Safet and Advantage, or their 
own Honour and Character. Which that we ſhall never be guilty of 


. [Fathers and Brethren) | both hope, and promiſe my ſelf, ang moſt 
heartily implore the Goodneſs of God; that we'neve?” may he ſo. May 
that Father of. Lights, pre vent, and farther, perfect, and proſper our 

Thoughts, Endeavours, Councils and Sermons. And, may HE, ac- 


cor ding to his Infinite Goodneſs, give to eyer/ one of Us, that Wiſdom | 
mhich is from Above; fir. Pure, then Peaceable, Gentle and Eaſy te 
be entreated full of Mercy and good « tits, without Partiality, and 


and without Hypocriſy. And that by, and tor the ſake of FESUS' 


CHRIS, the Son of His Love: To whom with the Father and Holy | 
giving for evermore, amen. a> 5 
9 4 pL ; 24744 : 
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ho is, Searcher ef Hearts ; | 
| that .the Maſque of Honeſty and Piety, which they non put on, hall + 


